
   
CARE OF MINIATURE HORSES AND 

DONKEYS 

FEEDING  

If your miniature has access to pasture and is 

overweight, make sure he/she wears a grazing 

muzzle to decrease the chance of overeating 

grass. Also, most horses, including miniatures, 

should have limited access to early spring and 

fall pastures to avoid laminitis. Both minis and 

donkeys do best with a dry lot or sacrifice area 

for them to stay in when not grazing. Make sure 

your minis and donkeys always have access to 

fresh, clean water and a salt/mineral lick.     

 

If using a dry lot or when grazing is not 

available, your mini will require hay. An average 

miniature weighs 200 pounds and will require at 

least 2-4 pounds of grass hay a day. Look for a 

fine, soft, leafy grass hay for minis and a 

courser hay for donkeys. Feed at least 1/3 to ½ 

a flake twice a day (this is for a miniature; 

standard donkeys will require more feed – based 

on weight and condition of donkey). A normal 

flake of hay should be 2 inches thick. Most 

miniatures and donkeys do not require many 

supplements in their diet and do just fine on 

limited pasture or high-quality hay. Pregnant and 

nursing mares have different requirements and 

you should consult with your veterinarian for 

care instructions.  

DEWORMING 

Minis and donkeys should be wormed on a 

rotational schedule based on their weight. Do 

NOT use wormers with Moxidectin on 

miniature horses! (Quest) You may try 

spreading the wormer on a slice of break with 

some jam to give them a “medicine sandwich”. 

Some of ours have gotten wise to that trick 

though! 

 

SHELTER 

A three-sided run in is the perfect shelter for a 

mini or donkey. They are hardy and do not have 

to be kept in a stall as long as they have 

protection from wind and rain. You can make a 

shelter easily and cheaply with a little creativity. 

There a lot of plans and simple shelter ideas on 

the internet. Donkeys do not have the same type 

of coat as horses and are more sensitive to the 

cold and wet of our winter. Special care should 

be taken to make sure they have a dry place to 

go in bad weather. If you do keep your mini in a 

stall, make sure it is kept very clean and has 

good air flow. Since they are so low to the 

ground they are more susceptible to respiratory 

issues when kept in a stall. 



 

HOOF CARE 

Your miniature or donkey will need his hooves 

trimmed every two to three months by a farrier. 

If you live in a rocky area, trimming will be 

required less frequently. If it has been 

especially wet, you may want to clean your mini 

or donkey’s hooves with a hoof pick regularly 

because bacteria will breed in wet areas and 

invade the hoof if left too long.  

 

KEEPING THE SINGLE HORSE OR DONKEY 

Unless the equine you are adopting is not social 

and cannot have another horse/donkey friend, 

we will not adopt one out to be an only equine. If 

you adopt a pregnant mare and plan on her foal 

being her companion, we recommend fostering a 

rescue with her until she is ready to foal. 

Equines are herd animals and will make lifetime 

friendships with others. Everyone deserves to 

have a happy life that includes a friend. It is 

even more devastating for donkeys to be alone.  

Miniature donkeys are very social animals. They 

buddy up in pairs, and even groups of three, and 

will go to the ends of the earth to stay with 

their best friends! Because of this strong need 

to be with other equine, we will not knowingly 

adopt one single, lone donkey (or mini) without 

equine companion(s) waiting for them at your 

home.  

 

Donkeys thrive when allowed to live with other 

donkeys. Although rare, we have had a few 

people manage to get one donkey to buddy up 

with a pony or horse. This seems to work best 

with gelded donkeys and mares. If you put one 

donkey in with several horses or mixed herd you 

will likely be disappointed and have a lonely 

donkey.  

TRAINING OR BEHAVIOR ISSUES  

We try hard to ensure a good match between all 

adopters and their rescue. Good ground manners 

and being good for the farrier are our main 

goals. Anytime you need help with a behavior 

issue or have questions about caring for your 

rescued mini or donkey, we are here for you. You 

can reach us at 865-266-3396 or email 

minirescuetn@gmail.com 

We also have a wonderful network of volunteers 

who are willing to help you as well. If you feel 

you would like to help or be a mentor to a new 

equine adopter, please let us know so we can add 

you to our resource list.  
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